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GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS: 

IMPACT ON LEBANESE EXPATRIATES IN THE GULF
What Is The Purpose Of This Survey?
The purpose of this survey is to allow Lebanese expatriates in the Gulf countries to tell themselves how the Global Financial Crisis affects their lives. By answering this questionnaire you will help us weigh up the situation and propose feasible recommendations.
We will be grateful if you could reply to all questions in the questionnaire. We anticipate that the respondents are fully free to answer the questions to best of their knowledge.
The study will be published by THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Center for Migration and Refugee Studies (CMRS)

The published results of the survey will be non-attributable, i.e., there is no need to give us your name. The answers will be aggregated, analyzed, and then anonymously published as part of this research. 
 
· Senior Researcher, Guita Hourani (Director of the Lebanese Emigration Research Center (LERC), Notre Dame University-Louaizé, Lebanon. PhD Candidate at the University of Poitiers (Migrinter).

· Fellow Researcher, Suzanne Menhem, PhD Candidate at the University of Poitiers (Migrinter) in collaboration with the Lebanese University, Fellow Researcher at the Lebanese Emigration Research Center (LERC), Notre Dame University-Louaizé, Lebanon.

· Project Manager/Research Assistant, Basma Abdel Khalek, the Lebanese Emigration Research Center (LERC), Notre Dame University-Louaizé, Lebanon.

By filling out this questionnaire you would have accepted the conditions listed above. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Project Manager Ms. Basma Abdel Khalek [babdelkhalek@ndu.edu.lb] at 03-431464.
Timing and Deadline
All the interviews must be completed by no later than July 20, 2009, and send back by mail to:  babdelkhalek@ndu.edu.lb.
 

GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS: IMPACT ON LEBANESE EXPATRIATES IN THE GULF
1- In which states of the GCC you were working as at SEPTEMBER 15, 2008?

Saudi Arabia____

Oman____
Kuwait____
Qatar____

Dubai____
Abu Dhabi____

Bahrain____
Other, please specify ____

2- Between September 15 and today, have you (please select one)
Quit____
Found better opportunity ____

Laid off____

Fired____
Relocate with same company____

Other, please specify____________________

3- Describe to the best of your knowledge how did the global financial crisis affect your employment: (select as many as applicable)

Decline in fringe benefits____

Lower or no bonus ____

No salary increase____

Loss of promotion ____

Loss of job____

Demotion____

Decrease in Salary_____ specify percentage ____

Loss of severance pay____

Company paying part of salary and giving promissory notes for the other part ____

Other, please specify___________________

4- Did you change jobs, companies and/or countries because of the crisis?
Jobs____
Companies____
Countries____ If you have changed countries, to which country or emirate (state) did you move?
Saudi Arabia____

Oman________
Kuwait_______
Qatar____

Dubai

Abu Dhabi____

Bahrain_______
Other, please specify __________________

5- Did the global financial crisis force you to fail to pay any of your obligations
 in the GCC:

Mortgage_______
Car loan_______
Personal loan_______
Business loan_________
Credit card dues ________
Other please specify _________
in Lebanon:
Mortgage____
Car loan____
Credit loan____
Business loan____
Credit card dues____
Other please specify____
6- Which of the following economic issues worries you most right now? Please rank by importance from 1 being the highest and 13 being the lowest

In host country

Losing my current job____  

A national economic recession____ 

Devaluing of my financial investments____

Defaulting on my loans____

Losing my home/foreclosure____

Decline in real estate value____

Getting a loan in the future____

The price of everyday goods increasing____

Taxes or the like increasing____

My retirement funds being in jeopardy

My child (rens)’s education saving account(s) losing value____

Being able to afford health care____

Being able to afford education____

In home country (Lebanon)

Losing my current job____  

A national economic recession____ 

Devalue of my financial investments____

Defaulting on my loans____

Losing my home/foreclosure____

Decline in real estate value____

Getting a loan in the future____

The price of everyday goods increasing____

Taxes or the like increasing____

My retirement funds being in jeopardy____
My child(rens)’s education saving account(s) loosing value____

Being able to afford health care____

Being able to afford education____

7- How did the global financial crisis impact your personal plans? Please rank by importance from 1 being highest and 10 being the lowest

Delayed/canceled plans to buy a property____ 

Delayed/canceled home improvement____
Delayed/canceled to buy a car ____
Delayed/canceled to get married____
Delayed/canceled a travel vacation____
Delayed/canceled putting children in private schools ____
Delayed/canceled investment or saving schemes____
Delayed/canceled costly entertainment ____
Delayed/canceled medical surgery or treatment____
8- How did the global financial crisis affect your remittances flow to Lebanon? 

Reduced by less than 25%____
Reduced by 25%____

Reduced by 50%____

Reduced by 75% ____

Stopped completely____

Other, please specify_____________________

9- What recommendations do you propose to the Lebanese government to assist Lebanese migrants:

a-  in the GCC?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b- to return to Lebanon?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10- What kind of anti-crisis strategies did you and your family devise in terms of behavior and attitudes (select one across for each of the following interventions:

	
	Agree 

Strongly
	Agree

Somewhat
	Neutral 
	Disagree

Somewhat


	Disagree

Strongly

	We have been saving more
	
	
	
	
	

	We have been spending a bit less
	
	
	
	
	

	We have been spending a lot less
	
	
	
	
	

	We have been buying generic brands more than usual
	
	
	
	
	

	We have made less risky investment decisions
	
	
	
	
	

	We have moved some of our money into safer investment
	
	
	
	
	

	We have held off on major purchases
	
	
	
	
	

	We have reduced the use of credit cards
	
	
	
	
	

	I have delayed my visit to Lebanon
	
	
	
	
	

	I started building an emergency fund in case I need it
	
	
	
	
	

	I have taken freelance work to increase my income
	
	
	
	
	

	My wife will take a  job to assist the family
	
	
	
	
	

	My children will take  jobs to assist the family
	
	
	
	
	


Thank you for responding to this survey.
